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California’s gayest and most glamorous cabaret restaura@l 
the entertainment world, are seen here nightly, 

In the luxurious atmosphere of the Florentine Gare 
great names, top acts and the most beautiful girls in the 
of famous orchestras and the cuisine is a delight to epi¢ 
entertainment. 

The new decor recently created by producer Frank 


sophistication. The unique stage fashioned in the form oi 
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One of the most effervescent personalities ever to take the top rungs of the ladder of suc- 
cess in the entertainment world, is Irene Bordoni who holds the award from the American 
Academy of Design for being the best-dressed star of the musical comedy stage. 

She has a creative flair for fashion, an unusual eye for color and because she is excitingly 
alive she sways her audiences with a personality that is in keeping with the song styling that 
has made her a top favorite with audiences throughout the world. 

After a long starring engagement on Broadway in “Louisiana Purchase,” she went on tour 
with the show and later played the same role in the cinema version of that famous musical. 
Following this she went overseas to entertain service men and for 18 months made the lives 
of Uncle Sam’‘s fighters brighter. 

Since that tour ended she has played to sell out audiences in many important show places 
of the United States and France. She only recently returned from her native country and Pro- 
ducer Frank R. Bruni, in bringing her to the Florentine Gardens as star of “Bit of Paris,” takes 
another step in his policy of giving patrons tops in entertainment. and m this case a happier 


choice could not have been made for a revue that is Parisian in blend. 


“Sleep g 
et Utdde aus ys 
(7ttidaeced 
én ¢ var PFE pe 


A lisp kept Pinky Lee from becoming a lawyer! 

Although he was a stellar boy singer at the age of 10 and toured the midwest and Cana- 
da as a member of the Winnipeg Kiddies Troupe. later as a student of the Mechanic Arts High 
School in his native St. Paul, he began cherishing an ambition to be a lawyer because he 
loved to talk and craved an audience. 

However, when he talked on any serious subject with his school mates his lisp naturally 
turned the serious effect into comedy. Too much laughter at his speech impediment convinced 
him he never would shine as a legal light so he decided to turn the lisp to an advantage. 

He turned to comedy and dancing and after graduation served a long apprenticeship in 
tab shows, absorbing the best that the top comedians had to offer. 

Two years with Gus Edwards built up his entertainment stature and he went into a revue, 
“Ritz Carleton Nights.” the show in which Ray Bolger made his first big hit. 

Followed extensive engagements with Fanchon & Mgrco, Paramount Publix, Earl Carroll, 
and recently comedy star on the Rudy Vallee broadcast besides numerous motion pictures. 
His last laugh hit was in “New Moon” at the Greek Theatre. He is currently comedy star of 
the Don Ameche—“Drene” show over N.B.C. every Sunday. 

Frank Bruni introduced Pinky as the star of his last revue, “Lafis with 
for the first time at the Florentine Gardens a star's name became a part 
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By signing Paula D’Arcy for his “Bit of 
Paris revue, Frank R. Bruni is giving Flor- 


who wag celebrated jin France and all 
European Capitols and the favorite of King 
Alphonso of Spain. 

Miss D’Arcy has been dancing since she 
could walk and has @ppeared as a prima 
ballerina at the Hollywood Bow], Philhar 
monic Auditorium, Santa Barbara Bow], 
San Francisco Opera and on concert tours 
through the East. She recently turned to 
musical comedy and has been featured in 
numerous productions and night clubs 
throughout the United States. 


Jean Nelson 


Eye and ear appeal join hands on a filty-filty basia in Jean Nelson, titian- 
haired young vocalist, who has set audiences agog in many parts of the 
world, Miss Nelson only recently returned from two USO tours that won her 
the highest praise from service men, 

This Seattle-borm song atyliat alao toured with Veloz and Yolanda, giving 
concerts through the United States and in the Hawaiian Islands. Nature 
endowed her with more than the usual amount of beauty ag well as a voice 
that makes a microphone and loud speakers superfluous in any theater or club, 


For those who revel in spectacular dancing the Gunsetts are acclaimed by critics as “out 
of this world.” They have artistry of the highest order, particularly in their difficult “Parisian 
Rag Doll Dance.” Those who know terpsichore declare it doubtful whether any other team has 
a finer sense of balance. In addition to the waltz, tango and samba, each of which they do 
with brilliance, they offer a “cigaret dance” best described as “excitement between puffs.” 

This brother and sister team is a show stopper and has been playing the better entertain- 
ment spots across the country since Rene finished a three-year stretch with Uncle Sam’‘s 
army, 

These two French artists are a worthy addition to Producer Frank Bruni’s new revue “Bit 
of Paris,” for they are to the manner born. 


The concert stage lost a violinist when Bill Robe: u 6 caught on in a Logs 
. 
Angeles hotel engagement and he wa uscovered Ic igh he clicked in 
. ear ys y ; . , ™ tr ’ ‘Yo . 
Paramount's “The Texans.” he wanted to lead a band ° nat eventually 
brought him to the Flo ar lor a 20-wee a. | . 
Bill did vocals with and a Tommy Dorsey indu ul Mayer to listen, with 
the result that he was put under co: with MGM and was out ng in several big 
musicals before he enlisted for ar stre n Uncle San ivy. inis hnished, he 
returned to MGM tc d leader urge. Here was featured 
with such feminine zarland, Virginia O’Brien, and critics 
acclaimed him a br ‘ 
In bringing him Frank Brun piving Bula welcome 
' ’ . ~ aercamcd meoctr- 
home, but this time ‘cacing mcestro. 
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CRITICS’ COMMENTS OF FLORENTINE GARDENS’ REVUES 


- Around his star, Jimmy Savo, 
unpresano Bruni has built a vastly 
entertaining floor show sparkling 
with big league entertainers. 


David Hanna—Daily News 


.»» Harry Richman, one of the top 
entertainers of the past three dec- 
ades, took over the star spot in 
the Florentine Gardens. Encore 
after encore was demanded of the 
veteran showman at his opening 
performance, and it was necessary 
for him finally to ask that the bal- 
ance of the show be allowed to 
go on. 

George Jackson —-Herald-Express, 


NEW REVUE SPARKLES : 
Frenchified in its ideas, the Flor- 
entine Gardens’ show, “Parisian 
Nights” sparkles gayly with song. 
dances and comedy . Its head- 
liner is Emil Boreo, the French fun 
maker, whose dynamic routines of 
entertainment inspire sensational 
applause. 


Edwin Schallert—Times 


neds Reuiews .. . 


.». The Florentine Gardens show 
did prove to me that Broadway 
has come to Hollywood, and it 
took me back to Broadway ... 


Sidney Skolsky—Citizen-News 


... A snappy girl revue to occupy 
the ear and eye... 


Harry Crocker—Examiner. 


: A rip-smorting, hilarious let- 
gol... 


Hedda Hopper—Times. 


...Riotous entertainment from 
start to finish... 
Erskine Johnson—Daily News. 


_,. Prank BR. Bruni’s new show at 

the Florentine Gardena deftly com- 

bined visual charm and vocal en- 

joyment, with tenor Allan Jones 

holding the star spot with reso- 

nant voice and effective delivery, 
Richard Drake Saunders 
Mualeal Courier 


... Hollywood's best bet for an 
evening of informal fun... 


Harrison Carroll—Herald Express, 


... Lota of pretty qirla and a very 
good show ... 
Louella Parsons xaminer 


... Dropped in the Florentine Gar- 
dens ... a dandy show, full of 
pep, good fun and plenty of love- 
lies... 

Jimmy Starr—Herald-Express, 
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In presenting Sophie Tucker in her very first Hollywood Stage engagement the Florentine Gar- 
dens not only carried forward its policy of bringing the biggest names in show busines : 


entertainment of the film Colony stay-up-laters, but brought a personality that broke 
attendance. 

Ol fame SO 
r Florentine 
U-Out crowds for 


ganza, Bernard Granville (father of Bonita) and Alexander Carr. Len 
chorus girls in the production. 


» Balaban and Katz paid her $150 k al 
years later they paid her $8500 a week in the same theatre. a week Sever 


road to fame. 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


Florentine Gardena, 1 8 


The management of the 
ument to + potess 


desire to present the finest in entertax 
feels proud to have introduced Paul Whiteman cand 53 Al 


American Orchestra a8 the first in a series of fOP ranksag 
orchestra leaders, thus setting the pace for the maestros thet 
follow. 


Whiteman, the “King of Jazz.” brought with him ¢ 
record of leadership in popular music, which has endured for 
over twenty years, No other band leader has survived 8° 
wad changes of style in music; perhaps this is because he 
as been the originator and developer of most of them. 


= emi Gershwin's classic, “Rhapsody in Blue” was 
ae ree weeks at Whiteman’s urging. to allow him to 
eal Seg a feature of Whiteman's first great concert. at 
triumph = New York. February, 1924. This was the great 
ef alereenegep manger a 
War, . onks of Denver. pri 
ee his magic baton it had come mene ptm mae 
all. ond the respect eR oe 
sina 


pee ; ts poswwnah sseated he tubbing al sound 
ack bekce Ge tnieg of OO gertasemance He invented 


ae Ge loudspoasets he used at 


ois 
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The duscovery aad develagmesi of sew talent le 

ancthes phase of Whiteman s grecteess Beany Goodman. 

tne late Bix Biederbecks. Tomay Decsoy. Bing Crosby. Forde 

rer ead jack Teegarden are some of Re GOMeCS ot those 
» h : 

= heve come up bom cbecurtty cs members of bis O1gGR)- 

gues. end gese oa ‘ tame of Rew ows. 


Rochen ac# pas ee ed 
@ great Russics picnist ond 

bes call rz 

cs called bus aggregectca cx orchesta of vistuceos.” 


Never conta ng t.mself 
developing and tc any one style. « 
eteuni omg g 5 Sew passes. and somsatinn 
alee noe Whiemcs bes gleyed “poy” ae 
os : Speciclies pretentious productions 'sSe68 
music. solo and ensemble si a 4 and 
every teste s=g2q He nos 


‘heme 
adie %° Gect talent be j bed. This is bec 
when Whe * @ Se werld. Popul sad s greet inh, «@ 


siving patrons of the Florentine 
—— the } 7 , :, : ying ‘tude Niesen to Hollywood proved 


Gardens atars of top rank long has been the 
: be ce J - / 5 3 fo many weeks, 


a wise choice, for the sultry-voiced singing 


e ol America’s loremont singing 
e (a stin 1 of having others attempt imita- 


, 


stars, Gertrude Niesen began he: eer by imiiating : 
tions of her, 


have worn the dictionaries 
threadbare trying to find words with which te describe . sed ve style La Miesen has developed, and which \g 
peculiarly her own. 


@ Was capli- 


vated by Marlene Dietrich’s throaty-voiced rendil 


did an impersonation of Dietrich. All agreed she sh 
phone book, insisted upon and was granted an au 
appearance on Rudy Vallee's radio program. This 
stardom, At first. she widened her repertoire of imit 
well that she gave up impersonating. 


Her first public work in the British ecpitel 
she was acclaimed. Later her singing co 


mood as well as the melody of each song she sings. 
Walter Winchell was moved to describe her cs “the 
coupled with her seductive voice, makes her | 


dancet 


ust. © ynpose! singel. 


wo frat personal gumpse of Harry Bee pete 
In giving Hollywood its first person ? Pee eee cst showme of ol ime and the throngs that 
and aviator—Frank R. Brun presented one of the foremost ra) a 
ad the wisdom of the Florentine pobcy of offering 14 gtar 
came to see the colorful Richman proved the wi 
entertainment. | ae tells 
- . 8 : : ~ - mcr @ - - — =. ’ “ - : 

As a youngster, Richman divided his ume between plano Pers and mechanics Ln 
his parents foresaw for him a career ‘n engineering. 58? Harry likec pright ugh best. Today 
Richman is one of the highest-salaried attractions in the world. Few showmes * nve been able man 
tain their hold on public affection as has the colorful Richmar 

As an aviator. he piloted a seaplane to the all-ume cittude recors ot Macr Beach in 1936. and 

7. | $ - ocross (ne Adanwtc- 


later, with Dick Merrill. he was the first to make a round Mp fhght 
cm rates high as a song and dance artist He toured vaudeville wee Mae West lor theen 
S. 
His musical brain-children have been the kind that live | 
wow be ci bve 1ong nm =—ory — . ; : 
Bing” “Madly Wates" “There's Danger in your Eyes. z “s rs 23 em Singing « Vagabon4 
' ° skyrocketed him to fame from th jameo “tb Bici ’ 
Ziegfeld “5 hi oe: ww 2 ec us Club Eachbmocn 3B New 
Revue.” ollies.” in “Sons of Guns. George White's “Scandals.” and = Lew a os He nares 
He made his motion pi , siencmemel 
’ : picture debut im “Putti — 2 
‘The Music Goes Round and Round.” and Se atone while some ot bus other ties had 


> « 
fOrur the « 


oa! munes of Scranton to stardom on stage, radio and screen—that's the Horatio Alger story 
a Ali hs / tse 

he @ lad. his iather—a mune superintendent—began to train his voice. When Allan was four, he sang 

rch chew, and when he was 1] he was boy soloist in the same Scranton church. He worked 
Gc YOTious jobs 


wie attending high school, which enabled him to save 
“chee! of Syracuse University. Following this, he gave a 
“ough money to study abroad. 


in France he was guest tenor with the Deauville opera company. Back in America, he was signed 
aS acicust with the New Yori Philharmonic, a distinctive honor for one just tumed 2]. 


pumas Decame noted lor his excellent work in the light opera field. His appearance an 
with hus stage deportment made him a great favorite. 


tls jevoriie role is that of Gaylord Ravenal in “Show Boat,” and that musical 


stone of tis career. When Universal made a picture of the Ferber epic, Jones was giv 
opposite lrene Dunne, and his motion picture career began in eamest. 


Jones starred in many musical pictures, outstanding among which was “The 
with Jeanetie MacDonald and in which he made famous “The Donkey Serenade.” 


In addition to being a long-standing favorite with moviegoers, he is acknowledge 
greatest concert and recording artists on the contemporary musical scene. 


A brand new audience has just discovered Jones. The bobby soxers have decid 
No one is more surprised than Allan at their accolades. 


By popular demand, Producer Frank R. Bruni brought Allan 
as the singing star of another scintillating girl revue. 


enough money for enrollment 
a the muses 


series of concerts and saved 


Jones back a second 


DAVE GOULD. e © whose long career cS dance 


director for Broadway shows and Hollywood 
films has brought him into association with 
almost every outstanding dancer before the public today. bes 
gathered new laurels for his work at the Florentine Gardens 


Recent films for which Gould has been dance 
director include “Silver Skates.” “Pistol Packin’ Mama™ and “Lady. 
Let's Dance.” Earlier film successes go back to Gould's creation of 
the dance sensations. “The Carioca” and “The Continental” for 
Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire in their RKO film hits. “Flying 
Down to Rio” and “The Gay Divorcee.” 


Eleanor Powell is another dancing star whose 


vehicles “Broadway Melody” and “Born to Dance” 


were cided to popularity by the 
ated for her and the ensemble by Gould. 


dance numbers cre- 


(Center Left) EMILE BAFFA 


Musical Director 


(Right) DICK G. CLARKE 
Stage Manager 


rigina!l music and lyrics lor all 

ae Gardens revues have been writ 
song wring team ol Dave 

i Rey Ingraham, Oppen 
aonany lamoaus lor his 
»we and outstanding song hits, 


ie well known wm meoten 


ce 33 J songwriter anad author al 
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The pachson Trio 


In bringing the Jackson Trio to the Florentine 
Gardens, Producer Frank R. Bruni is giving 
patrons a musical-vocal aggregation that has 
earned high acclaim in every engagement. 
They bring to the ZanziBar patrons a wide 
variety of arrangements that have made their 
recordings much sought after. Eugene Jackson, 
former child star in “Our Gang Comedies,” 
his brother, Fred, and Virgil Johnson, pianist, 
round out the trio which is an atomic attraction 
of jive, jump and jam. 


FLORENTINE DANCING BEAUTIES 


A—JAYNE CRAWFORD 
B—EMILY SMITH 
C—JOY BARLOW 
D—MARY MANCHESTER 
E—HELEN O'HARA 
F—AUDREY KORN 
G—YVONNE DE CARLO 


H—MARIE VAN SCHAACK 


I—RENEE DU PUIS 
J—CHRISTINE GIBSON 


K—MARJORIE MERRILL 
L—BETTY DAVIS 
M—BARBARA MOFFETT 
N—DORIS HOUCK 
O—BARBARA KENT 
P—CAROLINE CELBY 
Q—MARCELLA GOULD 
R—IRIS WALTRIP 
S—HELENE LESLIE 
T—LAURA NORMAND 


Pictures on page 2 


* The Florentine Gardena ia built of concrete and steel and 


in considered by authorities one of the aafest entertainment 
centera in the nation, 


* It in equipped with the finest air conditioning system in 
California, Pure, filtered air, changing every three minutes, 


keeps the interior at a moderate temperature not exceeding 
72 deqreen at all times. 


* The moat modest party becomes an unforgettable success 
at the Florentine Gardens, with a dinner unequalled any- 
where, all at a nominal coat per person. 


* We will gladly, without obligation on your part, assist 


you in planning your evening, relieving you of the unneces- 
sary bother of detaila. 


* 


FLORENTINE GARDENS, Inc. 
FRANK R. BRUNI........... President and General Director 
MAX SISENWEIN........... Treasurer and General Counsel 
HARRY BARG _,. Secretary and Assistant Manager 
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